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THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
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(PCT Rule 44.1) 



Date of mailing 

(day/month/year) 



21/03/2003 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 

14764 K0A-J 113 



international application No. 

PCT/US 02/37458 



7C I 



FOR FURTHER ACTION See paragraphs 1 and 4 below 



International filing date 
(day/month/year) 



Applicant 

KIMBERLY-CLARK WORLDWIDE, INC. 



20/1 1/2002 



1 E The apphcan, is hereby noticed that the internat.ona, Search Report has been established and is transmitted herew.th 
Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19- 



Where? Directly to the internat.onal Bureau of WIPO DOCKETED 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
121 1 Geneva 20. Switzerland 
Fascimile No.: (41-22) 740.14 35 



DATE 3^£_cj J-) / ^ ^ 0 J 
ATTORNEY ' >'T^~ 

SECRETARY 



For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. JCWC ' WI 

3. □ With regard to the protest against payment of (an) addi„onai fee(s) under Rule 40.2. the applicant is notified thaf 

□ no decision has been made ye, on the protest; the apphcan. will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 

4. Further action(s): The applicant is reminded of the following: 

S i.°,he y a^n" is"nes ^^SS^^^^ PUb " Shed * the Bureau. 

W Srfa:d°^^ tor entry ,nto the nat.ona, phase 

priority date or could not be elected because ^B nox Vo u ^tySlX. " 19 monms ' r0m the 



N ame and m ailing address of the International Searching Authority 
European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patentiaan 2 
Ml NL-2280 HV Rijswi|k 
Wll Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040. Tx. 31 651 epo nl 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized officer 

Dominique Hundt 



Form PCT/ISA'220 (July 1998) 



NOTES TO FORM PCT/ISA/220 



under that T^oMyTn WSSSSSS ^ ^e^th^e^"^^*' Re 9 U,atora «" d Administrate Instructions 
detail information, see also the F^tS^^KSLS^ ^ - F °' ^ 



^Z^ti^^^^ ■ S ~ ,1 ° n - "><*' to th.pr.wi.ion. of the PCT. the PCT Relations and the PCX 



INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING AMENDMENTS UNDER ARTICLE 19 

mSES^ - to amend the c.a,ms of the 

descnption and draw.ngs) may be ^Z^u^gt^Te^ioV2^lrt ° f ,nt ° mat,onal Ration (claim*, 

no need to file amendments of the cla.ms u^ Articto 9 eTcl^ whTr! ,,m ' n ^ exa T"«t'°" procedure, there « usually 
for the purposes of prov,s.ona) protection orhas anolh Jr n^ZflT ' !,° '5? a PP' ,can, wants *"* latter to be published 
Furthermore, . shou.d be emptied tha^ril^nt S^J^^^* 0 "* 

What parts of the intemattona, application may be amended? 

Under Article 1 9, only the claims may be amended. 

t^TntVma^ <« further amended) under ArhCe 34 before 

Art.de 34 before the ^^^2^^^^^" and *™ n °* ™* * ""der 

Zt^£SSZ£ J?""' ^ °' *» imamati °"^ may be amended under Art.Ce 28 



When? 



e^fiSS; JT A tJriS "RKff ZT^T" Search "" ort ° r 1 6 '™ *• Parity 

as hinring been t h£ H ^.y are^cei^dTwi, i^T' ,ha ! 2* ame " dmert » ^ con^dered 



Where not to file the amendments? 



■mem"^^ - "o. with the rece,v,n 0 Office or the 

Where a demand for .ntemational preliminary exam.nat.on has been/,, filed, see below 



^ZZ^ZTZZT** * a,m *' ^ ***« ™ « — — ~ - * — "<*n 0 th. text o, 
^.T.^^ S^* 0 :,^^ ° f ^ « — °< - —drnent or 

be renumbered consecutively (Adnt?.£^ ^ ™ m 

The amendment, must be made in the language in which the . ntemational application la to be puMlshed. 

What documents must/may accompany the amendments? 
Letter (Section 205(b)): 

The amendments must be submitted with a letter 

-^edwI^S^^ «* *J —ded Cms „ shou.d not be 

unQer Mn,c * e 1 9 H) (»ee below, unoer 'Statement under Article 19(1)"). 

is French, the laSer must be l^FrencT ' ^ En9 " ,h; " ,he ta "9«age of the International application 



Notes to Form PCT/ISA/220 (first sheet) (January 1994) 
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NOTES TO FORM PCT/ISA/220 (continued) 



The tetter must indicate the differences between the claims as filed and the claims as amended It must, in 
particular, indicate, in connection with each claim appearing in the international application (it being understood 
that identical indications concerning several claims may be grouped), whether 

(i) the claim is unchanged; 

(ii) the claim re cancelled; 

(iii) the claim ts new; 

(rv) the claim replaces one or more claims as filed; 

(v) the claim is the result of the division of a claim as filed 



The following examples Illustrate the manner In which amendments must be explained In the 
accompanying letter: 

1 . [Where originally there were 48 claims and after amendment of some claims there are 51 J 
"Claims 1 to 29, 31 , 32, 34, 35, 37 to 48 replaced by amended claims bearing the same numbers, 
claims 30, 33 and 36 unchanged, new claims 49 to 51 added." 

2. [Where onginally there were 1 5 claims and after amendment of ail claims there are 1 1 ). 
"Claims 1 to 1 5 replaced by amended claims 1 to 11 

3 [Where onginally there were 1 4 claims and the amendments consist in cancelling some claims and in adding 
new claims]: 

"Claims 1 to 6 and 14 unchanged, claims 7 to 13 cancelled; new claims 15, 16 and 17 added." or 
"Claims 7 to 13 cancelled, new claims 15, 16 and 17 added, all other claims unchanged " 

4. [Where various kinds of amendments are made): 

"Claims 1-10 unchanged; claims 11 to 13, 16 and 19 cancelled, claims 14, 15 and 16 replaced by amended 
claim 14, claim 17 subdivided into amended claims 15, 16 and 17; new claims 20 and 21 added " 



"Statement under article 19(1)" (Rule 46.4) 

The amendments may be accompanied by a statement explaining the amendments and indicating any impact 
that such amendments might have on the description and the drawings (which cannot be amended under 
Article 19(1)) 

The statement will be published with the international application and the amended claims. 
It must be In the language in which the international appplication Is to be published. 

tt must be brief, not exceeding 500 words if in Engttsh or if translated into English 

tt should not be confused with and does not replace the letter indicating the differences between the claims 
as filed and as amended It must be filed on a separate sheet and must be identified as such by a heading, 
preferably by using the words "Statement under Article 19(1)." 

It may not contain any disparaging comments on the international search report or the relevance of citations 
oontained in that report. Reference to citations, relevant to a given claim, contained in the international search 
report may be made only in connection with an amendment of that claim 



Consequence If a demand for international preliminary examination has already been filed 

If, at the time of filing any amendments under Article 1 9, a demand for international preliminary examination 
has already been submitted, the applicant must preferably, at the same time of filing the amendments wrth the 
International Bureau, also file a copy of such amendments with the International Preliminary Examining 
Authority (see Rule 62.2(a), first sentence) 



Consequence with regard to translation of the international application for entry Into the national phase 

The applicants attention is drawn to the fact that, where upon entry into the national phase, a translation of the 
claims as amended under Article 1 9 may have to be furnished to the designated/elected Offices, instead of, or 
in addition to, the translation of the claims as filed. 

For further details on the requirements of each designated/elected Office, see Volume II of the PCT Applicant's 
Guide 



Notes to Form PCT/ISA/220 (second sheet) (January 1994) 



\SDOClD *X$iSA220NOENP4 , > 
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PCT 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 





(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 


' *r* r" 9 i % w wr wyvi ii o MIL 1 IC t sTr 1 L*CT 

14764 


FOR FURTHER see Notification of Transmittal of International Search Report 
ACTION fF ° rm PCT/,SA/220) as we " as - where applicable, item 5 below. 


International application No. 


international filing date (day/month/year) 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 


PCT/US 02/37458 


20/ 1 I/2002 


21/12/2001 


Applicant 

KIMBERLY-CLARK WORLDWIDE, 


INC . 





This International Search Report consists of a total of 4 

\T\ It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



. sheets. 



1 . Basis of the report ~~ " ~" ■ ■ 

D A h umo% fffiK Camed ° U ' ° n ,he baS ' S of 2 ,ransla,ion °< ,he ^ernationa. applica.,on furnished ,o this 

^Sdoufon" Zf^ZXlTc! diSC '° Sed in the ' ntema,l0nal a ">" cat ^ ^ international search 

contained in the international application in written form, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 

z^ziz^:^ Sufnrr sequence i,s,in9 does not 90 beyond ,he d,sc,osu - in the 



2. 

3. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



□ 

□ 
□ 



lEnSS™' ' hat ' n,0rma " 0n reCOfded in COmputer readable ,orm 15 lden " cal <° the written sequence listing has been 

Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II) 



4. With regard to the title, 

PH tn e text is approved as suomitted by the applicant 
□ the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

|TJ the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 1 

I I a s suggested by the applicant. | — i Kl ~ t 

mj | None of the figures, 
because the applicant failed to suggest a figure 

□ 

because this figure better characterizes the invention. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (first sheet / (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



A CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER - 

IPC 7 A61L15/60 A61L15/22 A61L15/26 A61L15/30 A61F13/15 



»m>r>at»onal Application No 

PCT/US 02/37458 



According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classifica tion and IPC 
B. FIELDS SEARCHED ■— — — _ _ 



Minimum documentaliori se ^^ ( da ssihcalion system followed by classification symbols) 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included 



in Ihe fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the internal lonal search (name of data base and. where practical, search terms used) 

EPO-Internal , WPI Data 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category ' 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, ol the relevant passages 



US 5 071 681 A (MAKOUI KAMBIZ B 
10 December 1991 (1991-12-10) 
abstract 
column 2 

column 4, line 11,12 
claims 1-12 

US 5 378 528 A (MAKOUI KAMBIZ B) 
3 January 1995 (1995-01-03) 

abstract 
column 3 

column 5, line 50-67 
column 8, line 10-55 
claims 1,2 



ET AL) 



Relevant to claim No 



1-36, 
68-100 



-/-- 



1,2, 

4-24, 

26-36 



| X | Fur,t1 «' documents are listed in the continuation ol box C 



Patent family members are listed in annex 



0 Special categories of cited documents 

'A' document defining the general state of the art which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

•E' earlier document but published on or after the international 
filing date 

•L* document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified; 

•O* document referring to an oral disclosure, use. exhibition or 
other means 

■P* document published prior to the international filing date but 



"T" later document published after the international filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the applicaiion but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

'X* document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

■Y' document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art 



Date ot ttie actual completion ot the international search 

13 March 2003 


Date of mailing of the international search report , 

21/03/2003 


Name and mailing address ot the ISA 

Luropean Patent Office. P.B 5818 Patenllaan 2 
NL - 2780 HV Rijswi|k 
Tel («31 -70) 340-2040. lx. 31 651 opo nl 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 


Authorized officer 

Bourout, G 
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C.(Continuatfon) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



J '-*~enational Application No 

[ PCT/US 02/37458 



Category 



Citalion of document wilh indication.wnere appropnate. ot the relevant passages 



WO 99 11728 A (LIPMAN ROGER DAVID ARNOLD 
; AVERY DENNISON CORP (US)) 
11 March 1999 (1999-03-11) 
abstract 

page 7, paragraph 2 
page 8, paragraph 2 
page 10, paragraph 2 

page 12, paragraph 2 -page 13, paragraph 3 
page 26, paragraph 2 

table 18 

claims 1,3,11,15 

WO 00 05448 A (TEXON MATERIALES S L -TEX0N 
UK LTD (GB); JOHNSON SUSAN GWYNNETH (G) 
3 February 2000 (2000-02-03) 
abstract 
claims 1,4,19 

WO 98 32906 A (CAMEL0T SUPERABSORBENTS LTD 
;CAMELOT SUPERABSORBENTS BV (NL)) 
30 July 1998 (1998-07-30) 
abstract 

claims 1,3,10,18,20,21 

US 5 015 245 A (N0DA ISA0) 
14 May 1991 (1991-05-14) 
the whole document 



US 5 760 080 A (NAGASUNA KINYA 
2 June 1998 (1998-06-02) 
the whole document 



ET AL) 



Relevant to claim No. 



1,2, 

4-24,26, 
35,36 



1,2,4, 
21-24, 
31-34 



1,4, 

21-24, 

26,28-36 



1-100 



1-100 



Form PC"". 'ISA';' 1C (.continue or- of secor.c $r>ee!i uuiy 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

Information on patent family members 



Patent document 
cited in search report 



Publication 
date 



US 5071681 



International 

PCT/US 



Application No 

02/37458 



Patent family 
member(s) 



Publication 
date 



10-12-1991 



US 5378528 



03-01-1995 



W0 9911728 



11-03-1999 



WO 0005448 



03-02-2000 



EP 


0357474 


A 1 


US 


5128082 


A 


AT 




T 
1 


DE 


69131 ^Dfi 


m 

U 1 


DE 


691 ^1 ^OfS 


TP 
1 C 


DK 


*r \J J / 1U 


1 o 


EP 


046*^71 




ES 


2133279 


T3 


AU 


735912 


B2 


AU 


8349098 


A 


CA 


2303276 


Al 


EP 


1007597 


Al 


WO 


9911728 


Al 


JP 


2001515091 


T 



07-03-1990 



07-07-1992 
15-06-1999 
15-07-1999 
25-11-1999 

15- 11-1999 
02-01-1992 

16- 09-1999 



19-07-2001 
22-03-1999 
11-03-1999 
14-06-2000 
11-03-1999 
18-09-2001 



AU 
BR 
EP 
WO 
PL 
TW 



5051199 
9912683 
1115939 
0005448 
345664 



A 
A 

Al 
Al 
Al 



434345 B 



14-02-2000 

02- 05-2001 
18-07-2001 

03- 02-2000 
02-01-2002 
16-05-2001 



WO 9832906 



30-07-1998 



W0 
AU 
EP 
EP 
EP 



9832906 Al 
1872097 A 

1260626 A2 

1260627 A2 
0956385 Al 



30-07-1998 
18-08-1998 
27-11-2002 
27-11-2002 
17-11-1999 



US 5015245 



14-05-1991 



US 5760080 



02-06-1998 



AT 


149088 T 


CA 


2077081 Al 


DE 


69124797 Dl 


DE 


69124797 T2 


DK 


527152 T3 


EP 


0527152 Al 


ES 


2099157 T3 


GR 


3022757 T3 


WO 


9116872 Al 


DE 


69524928 Dl 


DE 


69524928 T2 


EP 


0712659 Al 


WO 


9534377 Al 


JP 


2918808 B2 


JP 


8057311 A 


KR 


183511 Bl 


TW 


419382 B 


US 


6054541 A 


US 


6180724 Bl 


JP 


2918807 B2 


JP 


8057310 A 



15- 03 
31-10 
03-04 
26-06 
14-07- 
17-02- 

16- 05- 
30-06- 
14-11- 



-1997 
-1991 
1997 
1997 
1997 
1993 
1997 
1997 
1991 



14- 02 

29- 08 
22-05 
21-12 
12-07 
05-03- 

15- 04- 
21-01- 
25-04- 

30- 01- 
12-07- 
05-03- 



-2002 
-2002 
-1996 
-1995 
-1999 
1996 
1999 
2001 
2000 
2001 
1999 
1996 



"orr*- PCT/iSA/210 potent family annex. ,.iuiy 199^} 



